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Dear Parents and Carers 

Special Mention  

Congratulations to our children whose special achievements were celebrated with our Special Mention 

Certificates in our Collective Worship on Friday. 

 

 
 

 

World Book Day – Thursday 7th March 2019 – TOMORROW 

World Book Day is a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and (most importantly) it’s a celebration 

of reading. In fact, it’s the biggest celebration of its kind, designated by UNESCO as a worldwide 

celebration of books and reading, and marked in over 100 countries all over the world. We will be holding 

our World Book Day on Thursday 7th March where children can come dressed as their favourite book 

character for the day.  
 

Book Sale 

As part of World Book Day we will be holding a book sale to raise money for new books for school.  We 

will be charging £1.00 per book would appreciate any donations of books to sell on 7th March.  Please take 

them to the class teacher.  Thank you in anticipation for your support. 
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Year 4 Bikeability – Friday 8th March 

A reminder to Year 4 Parents that Bikeability training will take place on Friday 8th March. Bikeability will 

equip each child with the necessary skills and knowledge required to cycle safely throughout the rest of 

their life. The course will teach the children better control and give them more confidence in their 

ability to brake, observe and indicate whilst riding on a busy road in the safe environment of the 

playground. The session is not designed to teach your child how to ride a bicycle.  
 

The children will be required to bring along a bike and helmet for the training (Cyclewise will bring along 

some spare helmets for those children who do not have one.) You will need to make sure that your child 

wears clothing appropriate to the expected weather conditions i.e. warm clothes and gloves in cold 

weather. (If wet weather is expected it may be a good idea to send your child to school with 

waterproofs.) 

 

Furness Voices 

Well done to Year 1 who performed at Forum 28 last night to represent us at Furness Voices.  The 

children sang their song, ‘Jump Up’, beautifully.  Thank you mums and dads, grandmas and grandads for 

coming to support us.  

 

Work Experience 

This week we have welcomed UVHS work experience students, including two who previously attended 

Pennington. It is fantastic to see their learning journey continue and the children are enjoying working 

with them. 

 

National Science Week 

Next week is National Science Week and we are planning some exciting experiences for the children, 

including a family day on the theme of ’Investigations, Inventors and Ingenious Ideas’. Year 4 will bring a 

letter about Crime and Investigation Skills Workshop, which sounds very intriguing. 

 

Comic Relief – Cake Sale 

On Friday 15th March it is Comic Relief and we will be holding a Cake Sale.  Please send in donations.  

Children will be able to buy cakes for 50p at morning break.  Any leftovers will be sold after school.  

Thank you in advance for your support. 

 

Uniform 

Just a reminder that trainers are not part of school uniform.  Children are expected to wear black shoes 

or sandals in the summertime.  Occasionally parents ask that we accept trainers or soft shoes due to a 

child’s injury or damaged shoes; however this is agreed as a temporary practical measure and is to be 

rectified as soon as possible so that all children look smart and feel equal.  
 

If children have their ears pierced, please ensure they wear small studs only for safety reasons.  They 

should also be able to remove their earing for PE sessions.  If this is an issue please help your child to 

take your earrings out on the days they have PE. 
 

Hair bobbles and headbands should be discreet.  Please discourage your children from wearing jojo bows, 

headbands with ears and brightly coloured accessories. 
 

We aim to ensure that we maintain high standards so that all children look smart and feel equal.  Thank 

you for your co-operation. 
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Dear Parents/ Carers 

 

PSCO Helen Madden and PSCO Janine Wade came into school for two days last week. They spent time 

working with all the classes.  

 

They were very impressed with the children’s attitudes, knowledge and behaviour towards the subjects 

discussed and said we should be very proud of them. 

 

Reception , Year 1 and 2 work focused mainly on stranger danger and safety in the home. Children were 

reminded of the difference between safe and unsafe strangers. An example of a safe stranger is 

someone wearing a uniform such as a police officer or fire person. Children were also reminded of what 

to do if they get lost in a shop- go to a person working in the shop- preferably wearing a uniform. The 

community police officers were impressed with behaviour and the knowledge the children already had. If 

children are allowed to play out, they know the importance of telling parents where they are going. Most 

children of this age play in their gardens or very close to their own homes. They all said they would not 

speak to strangers outside. 

 

The focus of discussion for Year 3, 4,5 and 6 was Internet Safety. The police officers worked with 

small groups, providing an opportunity for open discussion and questions about Internet/ mobile phone 

habits. It was particularly appropriate following the ‘Momo Challenge’ which hit the news at the beginning 

of last week and upset some of our children.  We received several phone calls about it from concerned 

parents and we provided an information sheet on Twitter and Facebook, advising parents how to inform/ 

support their children if they were worried. As you would expect, some children mentioned their 

concerns whilst working with the police officers and they were addressed sensitively. They informed 

children that nobody could hurt them, that the Momo character was just a picture and that it was not 

real.  

 

Overall the children:  
  

· Have a good understanding of how to use the Internet safely and understand the benefits. 

They know that not all they see and read on the internet is truthful  
· Know (regardless of age group) to tell a trusted adult if they see anything that upsets or 

frightens them on line 

· Know not to make friends on line with a “stranger” or accept a friend request from someone 

they do not know 
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· Understood about firewalls; parental settings/controls and how to report inappropriate 

activity direct to the provider ( from Year 4 upwards) 
· Understand that whilst the internet is a useful tool, it’s important to have other interests 

and activities and it is unhealthy to spend all their spare time in the virtual world 

 

Whilst the children knew the correct answers to questions and appeared to have a good 

Internet safety knowledge in line with age-related expectations laid out in the national 

curriculum, there is some concern that they may not always follow the advice. Please continue to 

support your children, advise them and closely monitor their internet use to ensure they are 

safe from unsuitable content, images and games. 
  
Information for teachers and parents to consider 
  

·        A few of children said they had unlimited internet/gaming time (the majority stated their 

parents limited their time on gadgets) 
·        Quite a few children mentioned playing games online which were not targeted at their age group 

(often those with older siblings) 
·       There were a few incidents when children saw something they felt concerned about and did not 

tell anyone 

 

By the end of Year 6 children should: 

 

· be able to discuss the positive and negative impact of ICT on their own and the lives of 

others 

· be able to create strong passwords to protect their information 

· recognise why people might publish inaccurate information on the Internet 

· understand that some websites have pop-ups which have commercial interests 

· understand that some information on the Internet may be copywrited 

· understand that it is unsafe to arrange to meet anyone you meet on the internet 

· know how to report any suspicions 

· know that content put online is extremely difficult to remove 

· be able to search the Internet safely and competently for information 

 
  
  
 

Parents have difficult decisions to make about mobile phones and when it is appropriate for their 

children to own one. The police officers discovered that 7 children in Year 2 reported to own their own 

phone. This was surprising but may not be accurate. 

 

More than 60% of our Key Stage 2 children report to own phones. They appear to know how to use them 

responsibly, however some reported that their parents do not know their passwords. The police officers 

advised that parents should know the passwords and should check regularly to ensure that children are 

not receiving any unwanted attention or accessing unsuitable sites/ messages. Many Year 5 and 6 

children feel that they are more knowledgeable than their parents when using computers, phones and 

tablets. Many know how to change passwords and delete the search history. We are not assuming 



children are doing anything untoward on their devices but do want to make you aware of some issues 

highlighted. 

 

All children understand the importance of watching films with a suitable age classification however a few 

reported playing on Playstation/ X Box games designed for older children. They were reminded that age 

classifications are intended to ensure that no children are upset by images they see on screens.   

 

We hope this information is of interest to you and will act as a reminder to us all. The Internet can be 

such a window to the world when used properly, but is not always an appropriate place for primary-aged 

children to explore and play on their own.  

 

We will continue to work together to keep our children safe. 

 

PCSO Madden and PCSC Wade thanked the children for their cooperation and superb contribution to the 

sessions and we would like to thank them for their support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After school activities 
We aim to offer a range of lunchtime and after school activities throughout the year. The timetable for this term 

is displayed below. There will be a charge of £10 per half term for any clubs marked in red as there is a 

cost to the school to run these clubs. We still consider this to be good value. Money should be placed in an 

envelope with your child’s name and the club they will be attending marked clearly and given to the class 

teacher/put in the box.  All children attending after school activities will need a slip completing. More of these can 

be obtained from the entrance hall. Thank you to staff for giving their time freely to offer these opportunities.  

After School Club Attendance - To enable that we know your child is safe, please can you let school know if your 

child is not going to be able to attend their after school club. Thank you. 

Dinnertime/After-School activities 

Spring 2  2019 

 

Day Activity Leader Where? Time 

Monday Water Colour Painting Club Year 2 – Year 6  

(15 places available) – FULL 
 

Timestables Rock Star Club 

Mrs Barton 

 
 

Miss Preston 

 

Year 4 Classroom 

 
 

Year 5 Classroom 

3.00-3.45pm 

 
 

3.00-4.00pm 

Tuesday Year 3- 6 Dodgeball - £10.00 

(24 places available) - FULL 

 

Lunchtime Chess Club - Year 4, 5 and 6 

Tom 

 

 
Mrs Storey 

Hall 

 

 
YR4 Classroom 

3.00-4.00pm 

 

 
12:30-1:00pm 

Wednesday  Reception, Year 1 and 2 Multi-skills £10.00  

(24 places available) - FULL 

 

Tom 

 

 

Hall 

 
 

3.00-4.00pm 

Thursday Year 5 and 6 Netball Club 

 

Year 6 Stem Lego Club  
 

Miss Barnes 

 

Mr McQuillan 

Mrs Tizard 

Outside/ Hall if wet 

 

Year 6 Classroom 

 

3.00-4.00pm 

 

3.00 – 4.30pm 

 

Friday Street Dance Club 

(20 places available) - FULL 

 

Mrs Dearden 

 

 

Hall 3.00-4.00pm 

 

 

 
PENNINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

After School Club consent form 

 

Child’s name …………………………………………………..…………………………    Class …………………… 

 

I give permission for my child to attend ……………………………………... club, held on a ……………………………………………….. 

(And enclose £10.00 – for Dodgeball and Multi-skills) 

 

 

Signed …………………………………………………… Parent/Carer    Print ………………………………………………………. 


